
KELLER ENGINEERS 

• Patton Municipal Authority 

July 14, 2016 

Regular Meeting 

Location: Patton Borough Council Chambers. 

Members Present: Chairman, Gary Ceschini, Vice Chairman, and Edwin Link, Members: Jay Weakland; Patrick 
Wood; Mark Stephens; PMA Secretary, Donna Dunegan; and Recording PMA Secretary, Amanda Farrell. 

Guests: David Cunningham, Keller Engineer, Jenn Link Borough Clerk, Mary Ann Kuzar, Molly Forsythe, 
Dianne Callahan, Amber Stich Reporter, Joanne Joesel, Brian Barkley, Rosemarie Gittings, Dana Bender, Nick 
Dubyak, John Kalenish & children ( children's names were not on list) , Dan Selfridge, Skip Koontz, Roger 
Albright, Christine Gabrielson, Harold Gabrielson. 

Chairman Ceschini opened the meeting at 7PM. 

Recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Chairman Ceschini welcomed Attorney Kalenish our meeting. He asked him if he was here as a resident or 
customers or on behalf of someone. Mr. Kalenish responded that he was here with some friends. 

Chairman Ceschini told those present that attended that the owner of the property that leads to Well #4 had 
contacted him. Although they know that whomever visited had knocked at their door and asked permission first; 
that they are very private people and do not want anyone coming to their door to asked permission because they 
do not want anyone on their property. "No Trespassing" signs have been placed at the well sites. 

Chairman Ceschini stated that we would welcome any public questions or comments before we get started with 
our meeting. 

Resident Rosemarie Gittings spoke in regards to her hot water tank needing fixed. She stated she has submitted 
her bill to the Borough Council. Chairman Ceschini stated that this is a Council matter. They take care of the 
day-to-day operations. Mrs. Gittings replied it is her water pressure and she had lots of water in her basement at 
the time of the incident. Chairman Ceschini restated that it is a council matter. Secretary Dunegan stated that 
she is on the agenda for the next Council meeting. 

Chairman Ceschini stated to the guests that they can listen to our meeting to find out information but when we 
go into executive session the guests will be asked to leave. 

Motion: Link/Wood to approve the May minutes. Motion passed without objection. 

Secretary Dunegan mentioned that the new website is up and running, and that the test results are up on the 
website through what results the Operator had received back through the beginning of July, 2016. 
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July 14, 2016 

The following is an update and status report of the various items that we are working on: 

WELL WATER QUALITY 

The system is currently operating on both Well #2 and Well #3, in anticipation of the start of the Hastings with-

drawal. After Hastings has been withdrawing water and we are more comfortable with the quantity required and 
operation of the system, we may be in a position to reduce the dependence on Well #2. That well has been the 

larger source of smells and cloudiness. 

Casselberry & Associates have completed the testing of Well #2 for methane, and the results suggest that the 

primary source of the gas is in the deepest water bearing zone. Should the Authority wish to pursue corrective 

action at this well, the first step would be to install an inflatable packer to seal that zone and then to conduct a 

new pump test evaluating the impact on water production. This work cannot be completed during the Hastings 

withdrawal, as both wells will be necessary. 

We have submitted a Public Water Supply permit to redirect all water through Tank #1 prior to distribution. 

Currently, a large portion of the water produced is sent directly to distribution, and the first opportunity that it 

has to off-gas any smells is often at the customer tap. If the water must first pass through the vented tank, the 

issues with smells and tastes may be reduced. This redirection can be achieved with a relatively minor amount 

of piping and re-plumbing. After passing through the tank, water will enter the clearwell at the old filtration plant 

before being pumped to distribution and Tank #2. The permit application also includes an active mixer for Tank 

#1, meant to promote off-gassing, and the elimination of chemical fluoride from the permit. Bidding of the Tank • #1 work and plant plumbing is ready for advertisement. 

ELDER/KLONDIKE PROJECT 

The operations permits for the Elder Township portion of the project have been issued by DEP. Additionally, the 

final connection between the Patton and Elder Township systems is scheduled to be complete today. That work 
is being completed by Kirk McCulley of Coalport. 

I have prepared final reconciling change orders and a final pay estimate for Contracts 1 and 3 with Kukurin Con-
tracting. I have also prepared a change order for the additional sensor manhole drains on Contract 6 with SE 
Construction. 

CONSENT ORDER AND AGREEMENT 

Fines relating to elimination of the Chest Creek source have ceased, but the fines relating to the SRBC monitoring 

plan for Well #4 continue. Attorney Paul Bruder and I have discussed the possibility of discontinuing these fines 

until a solution for the methane concentration has been completed. That request is currently under review by 
the DEP. 
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• WELL #4 PROJECT 

Casselberry & Associates have not yet submitted the SRBC monitoring plan. This portion of the project is on hold 

until that plan is ready and has been approved by the SRBC. Once approved, the well will undergo the final 72-

hour pump testing. In the course of testing and cleaning, C&A conducted preliminary testing for methane at Well 

#4, which tested positive. Further action may be advisable prior to submittal of the monitoring plan. 

FLUORIDE  

Since a fluoride chemical feed is permitted at the plant, the addition of hydrofluorosilicic acid to bring the con-

centration to 0.7 mg/I was required by DEP. When this chemical feed was brought back on line briefly last month, 

there seemed to be an increase in dirty water within the older portions of the distribution system. In response, 

we requested a temporary waiver of the fluoride requirement, which was granted. As that elimination appears 

to have corrected the problem, we have requested a permanent removal of the fluoride from the Public Water 

Supply permit. 

R.J. CORMAN CROSSING AGREEMENT 

The agreement between the Borough and R.J. Corman Railroad has been approved by Council and sent to R.J. 

Corman for final execution. 

PENNDOT SR 36 BRIDGE  

Work on the SR 36 bridge project has begun, but the work on the waterline relocation has not yet been sched-

uled. 

David M. Cunningham, P.E. 

Well Water Quality 

Wells #2 and #3 are currently both operating as Hastings will soon beginning withdrawal. Once Hastings begins 
withdrawing water and we become more comfortable with the operation of the system, and the quantity required, 
we may be able to cut back on Well #2. Well #2 has been the bigger source of odors and cloudiness. Engineer 
Cunningham stated that we may be able to dial back Well #2. Well #2 testing has been completed by 
Casselberry and Associates for methane. Methane seems to be the most likely cause to the cloudiness of the 
water. The results suggest that the main source of the gas is in the deepest water barring zone. If the Authority 
would want to pursue corrective action at this well, the first thing would be to install inflatable packer to seal that 
zone. The next step would be to perform a new pump test which would evaluate the impact on water 
production. This work cannot be done during the Hastings withdraw, since both wells are necessary. 

A public water supply permit has been submitted to redirect all water through Tank #1 prior to 
distribution. Currently, a large portion of the water produced is sent directly to distribution. The customer tap is 
the first opportunity that it has to off-gas any odors. Issues with odor and taste could be reduced if the water 
must first pass through the vented tank. Once the water passes through the tank, it will enter the clear well at the 
old filtration plant, before it is pumped to distribution in Tank #2. The permit application includes an active 
mixer for Tank #1, which is meant to promote off-gassing and elimination of chemical fluoride from the 
permit. Bidding is ready for advertisement for the work at Tank #1 and plant plumbing. It is on a temporary 
waiver as of now, until we get our permit back. Engineer Cunningham asked the Authority when they would 
like to open up the bids. Chairman Ceschini responded "as soon as we can." He suggested to set something up 
for the first week in August for the bids. Chairman Ceschini asked this bid will include the agitator correct, 



• Engineer Cunningham responded yes. 

Elder Klondike Project 

Operation permits have been issued by DEP for the Elder Township portion of the project. Also, the final 
connection between Elder Township and Patton is scheduled to be completed today by Kirk McCulley of 
Coalport. 

These change orders are for reconciliation of the contract. Nothing on this will change their work, this is for the 
work that was already done. 

Motion: Stephens/Weakland to approve Kukurin change order to Contract #1 in the amount of 
$4737.50. Motion passed without objection. 

Motion: Weakland/Stephens to approve Kukurin change order to Contract #3 in the amount of 
$2561.50. Motion passed without objection. 

Motion: Link/Wood to approve SE Construction Group change order to Contract #6 in the amount of 
$2,874.40. Motion passed without objection. 

Motion: Wood/Link to pay Contract #1 to Kukurin in the amount of $6,000.00. Motion passed without 
objection. 

Motion: Stephens/Link to pay Contract #6 to SE Construction Group, LLC in the amount of $2,874.40. Motion 
passed without objection. 

Motion: Link/Wood to approve the drawdown and pay requisition #19 in the amount of $8,874.40. Motion 
Passed without objection. 

• Motion: Weakland/Link to pay requisition #19 in the amount of $8,874.40. Motion passed without objection. 

PATTON MUNICIPAL AUTHORITY 
REQUISITION AND CERTIFICATE 

First Commonwealth Bank 
as lender 

Requisition No.: FC - #19 - 07-14-2016 

Pursuant to the Loan Agreement ( the "Loan Agreement") between the Patton Municipal Authority ( the "Authority") and First Com-
monwealth Bank ( the "Bank"), the Bank is hereby authorized and directed to make payment(s) from the Construction Account established 
under the Loan Agreement as follows: 

Contract 1 (Kukurin): 	 $6000.00 

Contract 2 (Fern): 	 No Invoice with this Requisition 

Contract 3 (Kukurin): 	 No Invoice with this Requisition 

Contract 4 (Fern): 	 No Invoice with this Requisition 

Contract 5 (Mid - Atlantic): 	 No Invoice with this Requisition 

Contract 6 SE Construction Group, LLC 	 $2874.40 

• Total of Requisition 	 $8874.40 

  



We, the undersigned officers of the Patton Municipal Authority, certify that each obligation above mentioned has 

S been incurred properly by the Authority, is a proper charge against the Construction Account, is unpaid, and has 
not been the basis of any previous withdrawal. 

Signed and dated this 14th day of July 2016. 

Consent Order and Agreement 

Fines have ceased in relation to the elimination of the Chest Creek water source. However, fines continue in 
relation to the SRBC monitoring plan for Well #4. Engineer Cunningham and Attorney Paul Bruder have 
discussed the possibility of these fines being discontinued until a solution for the methane concentration has been 
completed. Currently, this request is under review by the DEP. Engineer Cunningham asked Secretary 
Dunegan, that the next time she speaks to Attorney Paul Bruder, to remind him of that. 

Fluoride 

Since a fluoride chemical feed is permitted at the plant, the DEP required the Borough to add hydrofluorisic 
acid mg/lmg in order to bring the concentration to the 0.7 mg/l. When this chemical feed was reintroduced 
online briefly last month, it seemed there was an increase in dirty water within the older portions of the 
distribution systems. As a result, a request has been made for a temporary waiver of the fluoride requirement 
which was granted. Since that elimination of fluoride appears to have corrected the problem, we have requested 
permanent removal of fluoride from the public water supply permit. 

• Secretary Dunegan asked Engineer Cunningham about emergency backup plan new entry point laws how it 
affects it. Engineer Cunningham stated that you are incorporating that water into the system and you are 
rescinding any rights that come with that. Any source that we have listed on the books, we have to use at least 
once a year to keep that source active. He doesn't believe that the filter plant will be an issue. If for example all 
of the wells shut down, we could use the creek as an emergency back up, and we would need to post boil-water 
notices to customers in town. Engineer Cunningham doesn't believe this is a need for concern. 

Chairman Ceschini told the residents that came to this meeting if they have any questions before we go into 
executive session. 

Dana Bender asked Engineer Cunningham about the reports on the Borough's website. The testing results are 
listed in MCL levels are they the same as the PPM levels. Engineer Cunningham responded that is correct. 

Harold Gabrielson asked about the latest letter that the Borough had sent around. Mr. Gabrielson also asked 
about the bad smell in the water and if there was any chance of going back on Chest Creek. Engineer 
Cunningham said since we are on wells now, he does not believe we will be going back on Chest Creek again. 

Rosemarie Gittings asked what are the "things" that she sees in the water, when she fills her watering 
can? Engineer Cunningham stated that those are minerals in the water. 

Dana Bender asked if we put chlorine in the water to which Engineer Cunningham responded, that is the first 
thing that we put into the water. Dana Bender then asked that once we are over the MCL limit, how does it get 
resolved? Engineer Cunningham responded that is a question for the DEP. She then asked how we will know if 
there is hydrogen sulfide in the water and Engineer Cunningham stated that you will be able to smell it. 

Joanne Jossel stated that she was at the Hastings Water Authority meeting and that Hastings discussed putting 
fluoride in the water Engineer Cunningham said that there was no discussion for fluoride last month when he had 
spoken to them. 



Motion: Link/Wood to enter executive discussion at 7:48pm to discuss legal matters. Motion passed without 

• objection. 

Motion: Stephens/Link to exit executive discussion 8:25pm, no motions were made in executive 

session. Motion passed without objection. 

Chairman Ceschini went outside to see if anyone was waiting to come back in after executive discussion, no one 

was waiting. 

Motion: Link/Stephens to have Secretary Dunegan call and talk to Attorney Paul Bruder to see if we will be able 

to sell to Elder Township and have them sell to Hastings only for the start up on July 18th. 

General discussion took place 

Motion: To adjourn the meeting at 8:34pm. Motion passed without objection. 

Respectfully Submitted By, 

Amanda Farrell 

Recording Secretary 

• 
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