
Patton Municipal Authority 

June 16, 2016 

Regular Meeting 

Location: Patton Borough Fire Hall. 

Members Present: Chairman, Gary Ceschini, Vice Chairman, and Edwin Link, Members: Patrick 

Wood, Jay Weakland; Mark Stephens; PMA Secretary, Donna Dunegan; and Recording PMA Secretary, 

Amanda Farrell. 

Guests: Mary Ann Kuzar, Brian Schimmel DEP, Kay Frederick DEP, Nora Alwine DEP, Thaddeus 
Lallemand, Mason Stanley, David Cunningham Keller Eng., Molly Donahue, Cortney Forsythe, Bert 
Lee, Dana Bender, Mary Mishler, Susan Litzinger, Amanda Holland, David Eckenrode, Kevin 
Petrochko WTAJ-TV, Pam Thomas, Michael Thomas, Joanne Jossel, Brian Barkley, Ed Galovich DEP, 
Carol Ward, Amy McAnutly Rep Tommy Sankey, Diane Callahan, James Ward, Lois Short, Kathy 
Lubert, Pamela Sopata, Regis Karlheim, Rita Lacey, Tom Boyle, Nathan Williams, Crystal Williams, 
Edwin Short, Bruce Legros, Jocelyn Brunbaugh Tribune Democrat, Janet Yuknavich, Mary Dietrick, 
Amber Stich Reporter, Amanda Bender, Bob Ault, Edna Miller, Bob Kober, Duane Kopera, Kelley 
Painter, Sharon Rydbom, Andy Zadzilko, Michael Fouse, Korena Morrone, Cody Albert, Lauren 

• Wharton, Nate Wharton, Jeff Evans, Dale Shaw, Vicki Baran Lois Bearer, Sharon Thomas, Chester 
Knotts, Nona Ropp, Alana Wilson Senator Wozniak, Rick Winslow, Roger Albright, Bruce Strittmatter, 
Doe Litzinger, Bev Gibbons, Bill Ropp, Gary DallaValle, Travis Gary WJAC-TV, Trudy Thomas, Kelly 
Brown Altoona Mirror, Joe Dautlick, T. Kaminski, Dan Donahue, Rep. Frank Burns, Russell Miller 
MD, Tina Warfield, Robert Grove, Isadore Blake, James Crowell, Boyd Rairigh, Jay Litzinger, Dan 
Selfridge, Melissa Kinney, Josh Selfridge, Michael Stevens, Skip Kountz, Abbey Kinney 

Chairman Ceschini opened the meeting at 7PM. 

Chairman Ceschini asked for a moment of silence for the victims in Orlando. 

Recited the Pledge of Allegiance 

Chairman Ceschini said that he would let Engineer Cunningham go over a few things before fielding 

questions from guests. 

Engineer Cunningham stated that Well #2 had (non-harmful) bacteria growth since it had set idle for so 

long. This investigation should be completed next Tuesday and Wednesday, and based upon findings 

Casselberry will recommend our next steps. Well #2 is undergoing cleaning, Well #3 has been 

cleaned. A small amount of methane has been discovered in Well #2 and will undergo more testing to 

find the source of the methane. At present Well #2 has been taken off line to allow Casselberry and 

Associates to investigate the presence of methane. The water is currently running from Well #3. 

Engineer Cunningham explained a plan to expose the methane to the air in order to reduce the methane 

and the odors the methane may pick up along the way. 
• 



A customer asked what happens if there is a fire in town, would the well support the extinguishing of 
the fire. A member stated that the operator is on call to activate the wells. It was also explained that 
the Water system has three storage tanks that also help in this type of situation. More similar 

discussion took place. 

Questions were asked to the Board concerning the levels of TTHMs. Engineer Cunningham then stated 
elevated TTHM levels are common, in surface water sources. Things such as leaves etc. can cause 
higher TTHM levels. Groundwater elevates this problem because of higher levels of organic material 

in the water. 

The latest notice that was sent out by the Borough was a catch-up notice. If an exceedance had 
occurred, a public notice was posted in various businesses. An annual CCR is sent to everyone each 

year. 

Resident Gary DellaValle stated that he was a former Council Member and that Fred Price and the 
Borough guys are doing an awesome job and he questioned why we use so much water for a small 
town and why did we drill four wells; and spoke about the SRBC and the Consent Order. A member 

replied that the volume of water had nothing to do with the consent order. 

Resident Dana Bender said that the water is harmed by what we put in it, such as chlorine. She 
reviewed statistics she found of Patton water comparing it to Flint, Michigan water. 

Resident Molly Forsythe stated she discovered that we were not ordered to switch to wells until 
2012. She reviewed statistical information regarding funding of wells and what they were used 
for. She also reviewed figures of Patton vs. Hastings. Chairman Ceschini stated that her figures were 
not correct. He also stated that Hastings is not part of this project. We financed $1.3 million which is 
the reason the water bills increased. Engineer Cunningham stated Hastings is doing their own project 
and at some point Patton and Hastings will meet in the middle. Patton will supply water to Elder 

Township and in turn Elder Township to Hastings. Water rates may eventually go down, once 

Hastings is connected. 

Resident Mike Thomas offered his thanks Molly Forsythe and Dana Bender and encouraged them to 
submit their reports to the engineers and DEP. He also suggested the DEP acquire an office such as the 
library or the senior center, so the residents' can speak directly to the DEP. Mr. Thomas also stated that 
he did not appreciate being told that he must speak as a group and that he had the right to speak as an 
individual. Chairman Ceschini stated that this did not come from the Board but his understanding it 

came from a suggestions from Representative Burns. 

Resident Pam Thomas asked why people could not get the fire company to fill their swimming 
pools. Chairman Ceschini stated it was because we were only on one well and once we are on two 

wells they can fill their pools for them. 

Kay Frederick from the DEP said that she is available to talk with individuals about the drinking water, 
and gave the residents her phone number as well as a contact number for Ed Galavich of the local DEP 
office in Ebensburg. More discussion on the matter took place. 



• A resident asked why the website isn't updated, Chairman Ceschini yes we are currently working on an 

More discussion on TTHMs took place. DEP said it's safe to drink, however if consumed in very large 
quantities can cause cancer and effect the kidneys and live. Kay Frederick stated the cancer limit was 
based on a 220 pound person drinking 2 liters of water per day over a 30-year period. More discussion 
took place. Nate Wharton stated his concerns if a small child drank water over a shorter period of time. 

Clair Koontz Jr. stated that the testing may not be accurate. Chairman Ceschini responded that all of 

the testing is sent to certified labs. More questions were asked from various citizens on testing. 

Engineer Cunningham went over what is involved in various kinds of testing the does on the water. 

Resident Clair Koontz Jr. questioned the water line replacements he said that he doesn't see how 75% 
of lines could have been replaced. He read off a few street names that he knows were 
replaced. Secretary Dunegan went over some of the water lines that were replaced in 2002/2003. 

Member Stephens asked the DEP if they have regular meetings and if the operators are to attend those 

meetings, Kay Frederick said they are not required. Member Stephens replied they can and they will. 

Brian Barkley requested a reading of the water quality today. Engineer Cunningham stated testing is 
being done more than required. He also mentioned that these are open records and residents can ask 
for them anytime. More discussion on the same took place. 

Dana Bender suggested testing for contaminants that we are not currently testing for and spoke about 

Marcellus Shale and fracked wells. A discussion took place on the same. Kay Frederick responded 
that there is no need to test for certain ones, that the operators had an EPA monitoring calendar. More 
discussion took place on the same. 

A discussion on the methane and Well #4 reports took place. Joanne Jossel wanted to know why we 
didn't replace the Hydrogeologist. Chairman Ceschini stated that we would have to start all over and 
we would be back to square one. More discussion took place on hydrogeology. 

Further discussion on TTHMs took place. Kay Frederick gave a background of the mcls and stated that 
tests are taken every quarter. The colder it is, the lower the mcl. The mcl was high because of the • transmission from groundwater to surface water. 

During the discussion Jim Crowell questioned to whether the water is safe to drink and Chairman 

Ceschini replied yes absolutely it is safe to drink. 

A resident asked the crowd for a show of hands of people who currently drink the water. She then 
stated that she doesn't drink the water. More similar discussion took place from citizens not happy with 
the taste and smell of the water. 

Representative Frank Burns stated that he was willing to sit down with officials but that stated that he 
supports cleaner water. He stated that he did receive a letter back from the DEP stating that the water is 
safe to drink, and that he had a meeting a few weeks ago to go over what the letter had said and 
discussed the TTHMs results. 

• 
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Tina Warfield questioned whether the employees treating/testing the water are certified. Chairman 

• Ceschini responded Ken Trinkley and Mike Pompa are the certified operators. 

Mr. Williams suggested posting notices on the bulletin board. 

Jay Litzinger questioned how the DEP could let this go on for 10 years with these violations. Kay 
Frederick stated that she was surprised as we were. More discussion took place on the TTHMs. Then 
on the TTHM notification process. Kay Fredrick that they assumed that residents were being notified 
by hand delivery due to wording of the report instead of just the postings. Chairman Ceschini stated 
that the authority is looking into why we were not made unaware of policy change when it happened. It 

was stated that the Borough is currently following the new policy and would not let this happen again. 

Joanne Jossell stated that she believes that the mayor was unaware of the policy changes. She asked 
Secretary Dunegan how many years she has been employed for the Borough, to which Secretary 
Dunegan replied "20 years." 

Jay Litzinger questioned how we would know if there are contaminates in the water and Kay Frederick 

stated if there were you would get sick immediately. 

Nathan Williams questioned why the DEP didn't fix the Boroughs problems, Kay Frederick stated that 

she didn't have the means to fix the problems. Further gGeneral discussion took place before the 

majority of the guests left. 

• 
PATTON MUNICIPAL AUTHORITY 

REQUISITION AND CERTIFICATE 

First Commonwealth Bank 	 Requisition No.: FC - #18 - 06-16-2016 

as lender 

Pursuant to the Loan Agreement ( the "Loan Agreement") between the Patton Municipal Authority 

( the "Authority") and First Commonwealth Bank ( the "Bank"), the Bank is hereby authorized and 

directed to make payment(s) from the Construction Account established under the Loan 

Agreement as follows: 

Contract 1 (Kukurin): 
	

No Invoice with this Requisition 

Contract 2 (Ferri): 
	

No Invoice with this Requisition 

Contract 3 (Kukurin): 
	

No Invoice with this Requisition • 
Contract 4 (Ferri): 
	

No Invoice with this Requisition 



Contract 5 (Mid — Atlantic 
	

No Invoice with this Requisition • 
Contract 6 SE Construction Group, LLC No Invoice with this Requisition 

Keller Engineering 

0003242-0001 - Interconnection with Elder: 

03242-1-30: 05/26/2016 - 	$ 1500.00 

0003242-0002 — Well#2 and Well#3 Development: 

03242-2-25: 	05/26/2016 - 	$4200.00 

0003242-0007 — Additional CFA Work: 

No Invoice with this Requisition 

Total Keller Engineering: 	$5700.00 

• 
Total of Requisition 	 $5700.00 

Motion: Link/Wood to approve the drawdown and pay requisition #18 in the amount of $5700.00. 

Motion Passed without objection. 

Motion: Weakland/Link to pay Keller Engineering - - Interconnection with Elder: 

03242-1-30: 05/26/2016 - 	$ 1500.00. Motion Passed without objection. 

Motion: Weakland/Link to pay Keller Engineering - Well#2 and Well#3 Development: 

03242-2-25: 	05/26/2016 - 	$4200.00. Motion Passed without objection. 

PATTON MUNICIPAL AUTHORITY 
ENGINEER'S REPORT 

June 16, 2016 

The following is an update and status report of the various items that we are working on: 

1111 WELL WATER QUALITY 

On Tuesday June 7 th, production of water switched from Well #2 to Well #3. That was the first time water from 



the newly cleaned Well #3 was used in the system. At present, Well #2 has been taken offline until Casselberry & 

Associates can investigate the presence of methane. That investigation is scheduled to be completed next 

Tuesday and Wednesday. Based upon his findings, Jim Casselberry will recommend our next steps. 

As previously discussed, DEP has recommended that the water be maintained at a pH between 8.4 and 8.8, for 

corrosion control purposes. No chemical addition was necessary while Well #2 was the sole source, but now that 

Well #3 has been placed in production, DEP has authorized a temporary use of caustic soda to raise pH into the 

acceptable range. This is the same chemical process that was used previously to adjust pH on the surface water. 

Moving forward, in lieu of pH adjustment, the use of a phosphate-based corrosion inhibitor is a possibility. Prior 

to using that though, a feasibility study must first be completed. 

Additionally, we have requested an emergency permit to redirect all water through Tank #1 prior to distribution. 

Currently, a large portion of the water produced is sent directly to distribution, and the first opportunity that it 

has to off-gas any smells is often at the customer tap. If the water must first pass through the vented tank, the 

issues with smells and tastes may be reduced. This redirection can be achieved with a relatively minor amount of 

piping and re-plumbing. After passing through the tank, water will enter the clearwell at the old filtration plant 

before being pumped to distribution and Tank #2. Based upon the results of this change, we may consider further 

changes or new treatment units as a more permanent solution. 

TTHM NOTIFICATIONS  

In May, the Borough was alerted by DEP to the fact that the current method of providing TTHM notifications did 

not meet regulation changes that were put in place in 2010. TTHMs (Total Trihalomethanes or disinfection 

byproducts) are tested quarterly by the Borough, and levels above the maximum contaminant limit (MCL) have 

existed for more than a decade. In the past, a quarterly violation was addressed through a notice posted in public 

places and a summary of TTHM results in the annual consumer confidence report. The 2010 regulation requires 

that customers are directly sent a notice each quarter that the MCL was exceeded. A direct notice was sent for 

an April exceedance, and in the notice, a summary of all of the missed direct mailings was included. Higher TTHMs 

are common in systems with a surface water source, as they are caused when organic carbon, from sources such 

as leaves, reacts with chlorine used for disinfection. The high TTHMs at Patton were the primary reason for the 

Consent Order and Agreement that required development of the new well sources. With the switch to the wells, 

TTHMs are expected to drop to acceptable levels. 

PATTON MUNICIPAL AUTHORITY 
ENGINEER'S REPORT 

June 16, 2016 

Page 2 

CONSENT ORDER AND AGREEMENT 

Fines relating to elimination of the Chest Creek source have ceased, but the fines relating to the SRBC monitoring 

plan for Well #4 continue. Attorney Paul Bruder and I have discussed the possibility of discontinuing these fines 

until a solution for the methane concentration has been completed. That request is currently under review by 
the Department. 



ELDER/KLONDIKE PROJECT 

Flushing and testing of the booster pump station, interconnection pipe, and Elder tank have all been completed 

and a final certification has been sent to DEP. 

CONTINUED USE OF SURFACE WATER AS EMERGENCY BACK-UP  

DEP conducted a filter plant evaluation on January 11 th  and 12th . The plant did not pass the evaluation, but no 

final determination has been made on the acceptability of the surface water as an emergency back-up. If 
accepted as a back-up, a boil water notice would likely be necessary during the duration its use. The adjustments 

proposed to redirect all water through Tank #1 would make an emergency switch back to surface water extremely 
difficult. 

WELL #4 PROJECT 

Casselberry & Associates have not yet submitted the SRBC monitoring plan. This portion of the project is on hold 

until that plan is ready and has been approved by the SRBC. Once approved, the well will undergo the final 72-

hour pump testing. In the course of testing and cleaning, C&A conducted preliminary testing for methane at Well 

#4, which tested positive. Further action may be advisable prior to submittal of the monitoring plan. 

FLUORIDE 

Since implementation of the well sources, the groundwater has maintained a level of fluoride around 0.5 mg/I 

naturally, without the addition of chemicals. Since a fluoride chemical feed is permitted at the plant however, the 

addition of hydrofluorosilicic acid to bring the concentration to 0.7 mg/I is required. Since this provision in the 

permit isn't strictly necessary, the Authority may wish to remove it. 

R.J. CORMAN CROSSING AGREEMENT 

The agreement between the Borough and R.J. Corman Railroad has been approved by Council and sent to R.J. 

Corman for final execution. 

PENNDOT SR 36 BRIDGE  

Work on the SR 36 bridge project has begun, but the work on the waterline relocation has not yet been scheduled. 

David M. Cunningham, P.E. 

Additional Discussion from Engineering Report: 

Consent Order and Agreement 

Fines have ceased regarding to the Chest Creek source however, fines continue in relation to the SRBC 

monitoring plan for well #4. Attorney Bruder and Cunningham discussed the possibility of 

discontinuing the fines until a solution for methane concentration is complete. That request is currently • under review. 



Elder Klondike Project 

Testing and flushing of the Booster Pump station, interconnection pipe and Elder tank have all been 
completed. A final certification has been sent to the DEP. Issuing authorization we should get the 
permit back within a week or two. 

Continued Use of surface water 

A filter-plant evaluation was conducted by the DEP on Jan 11th and 12th. The plant did not pass the 
evaluation, but no final determination has been made on the use of surface water as an emergency 
backup. If it is accepted as a backup it may be necessary to issue a boil-water notice during its 
use. The proposed adjustments to redirect all water through tank #1 would make an emergency switch 
back to surface water very difficult. Chairman Ceschini stated we plan on doing a methane 

investigation to push the water to cleaning plant. Engineer Cunningham stated that it is unlikely that 
we can address the methane, we can just find out where it is coming from at this time, we will feel 

better knowing what we are up against, the investigation should take two days Tuesday and 
Wednesday. Chairman Ceschini asked the members if we should go along with that to try to find out 
which coal seam is releasing the methane. Engineer Cunningham if we test for methane in Well #2 , 
we will not be able to fix that one right away but we can try to fix it immediately for Well #4 if it does 
have the same problem. Plan on not making any corrections to Well #2 as of now, because if we did 
that, then our only source would be Well #3. Chairman Ceschini asked Engineer Cunningham if the 
SRBC would be involved with the 72 hour pump testing, to which Engineer Cunningham replied 
yes. Chairman Ceschini asked Ed Galavich what his opinion was on doing an investigation on Well #2 
next week or trying to push the water through the water plant. Mr. Galavich said both options look 

good and did not want to commit either way. 

Once we receive the permit to clean Well #2 we already may have the possibility of pushing water to 
Elder Township before we get that permit back. If that is the case, we will not be able to shut down 
Well #2 for a long time. Member Weakland questioned Engineer Cunningham about the process of 
relieving the methane through the water plant. Engineer Cunningham responded that he wasn't sure. 
They will be double pumping it. Engineer Cunningham said that we will be pumping the water into the 
clear wells in the water plant no matter what we decide. The members were all in agreement that we 

should have the Hydrogeologist come up to do a study on Well #2 so we can figure out what the 
problem is and try to also look into Well #4 immediately. A discuss took place on how to proceed with 

the Street Department or an outside contractor. 

Once Well #2 is cleaned we will continue to use Well #2 and #3 until we get permission to fix Well 
#2. Engineer Cunningham said that we have three steps to complete. The first step would be to direct 
all water into Storage Tank #1, which will expose the water to air, which hopefully will get rid of the 
gas. The second step would be to get aerators, the third step is to have additional treatment units if 

• 
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needed. A discussion on the Well cleaning took place. 

Engineer Cunningham stated that the ground water has maintained a fluoride level of 0.5/mg/1 naturally 

without additional chemicals being added. Hydroflurosilicic acid is permitted at the plant and can be 
added to bring the concentration to the required 0.7mg/1. Since this provision isn't strictly necessary in 
the permit, he suggested the authority may want to have it removed. The authority should request a 
permit to have it removed. More discussion took place on fluoride. 

Motion: Stephens/Woods to approve the relocation of the water lines for the new Sheetz store. Motion 
passed without objection. 

Secretary Dungan asked about leak detection equipment and said it's around $5,500.00 Chairman 
Ceschini asked if we are able to use grant money. Engineer Cunningham said that he would look into 

that. 

General discussion took place before adjourning. 

Motion: Link/Weakland to adjourn the meeting at 9:53pm. Motion passed with objection. 

Respectfully Submitted By 

Amanda Farrell 

PMA Recording Secretary 
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