
• 	Patton Municipal Authority 

Regular Meeting 

Minutes 

May 12, 2016 

Location: Patton Borough Council Chambers. 

Members Present: Chairman, Gary Ceschini, Vice Chairman, and Edwin Link, Members:, Jay 
Weakland, Mark Stephens (late), PMA Secretary, Donna Dungan; and Recording PMA Secretary, 
Amanda Farrell. Absent: Patrick Wood 

Guests: Ed Galavich, DEP; David Cunningham, Keller Engineer; Jen Link-Borough Clerk, Dana 
Bender, Cathy Despoy, Nathan Williams, Christel Williams, Rhonda Churella, Walter Hofer, Venessa 
Dietrick, Cathy Myers, Michael Fouse, Caitlyn Alberts, Charlie Vizzini (Representative Burns Office), 
Beth Thomas (Representative Burns Office), Dan Selfridge, Michael Stevens, Sarah Stevens, Ann Lee 
Price, Stephanie Morrone, Betty Weakland, Tammy Gallaher, Ken Haluska-Keller Engineer, Amanda 
Holland, Barb Istenes, Diane Forsythe, Robert Heid, Courtney Yahner, Molly Forsythe, Kelsey Palmer 
(St Francis University), Pamela Sopata, Brian Barkley, Bob Ault, Ashley Tressa, Marianne Kuzar, Boyd • Rairigh, Joe Noel, WTAJ News -Marielena Balaourts, and Tony Maiouo, Janet Yuknavich, Mary 
Dietrick, Jeffrey Kordish, Terry Pellas, Randy Pellas, James Crowell, Chris Walker, Josh Selfridge, 
Chris Gabrielson, Linda Zumovitch, Bud Caretti, Janine Strasser, Adam Strasser, Carol Ward, Jim 
Ward, Brittney Shaner, Noelle Morrone, Joanne Jossel, Travis Gary-WJAC, Mary Grace Karlheim, 
Lynn Karlheim, Mike Thomas, Sharon Rydbom, Jamie Rydbom, Kelly Cernetich —Altoona Mirror, 
Andy Zadzilko, Nancy Albright, Amber Stitch(Star Courier) Ella Albright, Tina Warfield, Rochelle 
Litzinger, Jay Litzinger, Bev Gibbons, Bill Cence, Melissa & Carter Kennedy, MJ Semelsberger, Jess 
Foster, Rosemarie Gittings, Clair Koontz, Ron Marshall, Melissa Baker, Anna Petrunyak, Dan 
Donahue, Josh Waugh, Joe Kibler. 

Chairman Ceschini opened the meeting at 7PM. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

Chairman Ceschini notified the guest that there was no other available meeting place for tonight that 
could accommodate more people. The Authority was unaware that State Representative, Frank Burns, 
would be sending out automated phone messages to all residents of Patton regarding this meeting. The 
message was sent earlier this week and the Authority did not have enough time to look for a bigger 
venue. 

Chairman Ceschini introduced Ed Galavich from the DEP. Mr. Galavich stated that he had heard all 
kinds of stories how as to how Patton got to this point and he then gave a brief history regarding • Patton's water history. In 1914, Patton took over Chest Creek to use as a water source. In 1925, a 
filtration plant was put online. For 91 years Chest Creek and the Treatment Plant was a reliable source 
and the plant was operated beyond its age. But that the old plant cannot meet the current treatment 
standards to treat is source water after almost a century of wear and tear. The DEP informed the 



• borough to stop using Chest Creek as our water source, due to the high concentration of bacteria and a 
high concentration of organic materials in the creek. Trying to remove these concentration of organic 
materials lead to an exceed of TTHM's ( Trihalomethanes a disaffection byproduct of chlorine )... This 
drove the DEP to discussion of issuance of a Correction Action Plan (to stop using us Chest Creek as a 
source). Three wells were drilled and currently two of the wells are being used. When the wells were 
drilled, there did not appear to be any issues in regards to odor. The first MCL (maximum 
contamination levels) put out by the EPA is related to health, and the second MCL relates to taste and 
odor issues. The Authority is trying to improve the (taste and smell) issue and is in touch with the DEP 
on the matter. 

Jeff Kordish questioned about the white film in the water. Ed Galavich stated that it is most likely 
minerals and that is common in groundwater sources. 

Lynn Karlheim questioned regarding the white color of the water, and alleged that she got sick from it. 
Mr. Galavich responded that test show there is no bacteria in the water, it is below MCL level, and 
nothing has come back as "bad" that would make someone sick. 

Another guest said the water had a chemical smell. Mr. Galavich stated that this is a mineral issue not a 
chemical issue and that again that all the MCL were below a level that could make someone sick. Mr. 
Galavich stated that he had suggested adding additional hydrogen sulfide to the water to see if that 
resolves ( taste and odor issues) He stated that that would take about 3 weeks. 

• Dana Bender asked how many tests are done to the wells and that there was no way that everything 
could be tested for. Engineer Cunningham tests are done and they are continually monitored. Ed 
Galavich said that the Water Department is required to complete the testing. Ms. Bender then inquired 
as to what are we testing for. Mr. Galavich they test for various level of water contains (based on a 
DEP monitoring calendar ) in order to find out what is in the water ) 

Dan Selfridge asked why they are testing at the wells and not in private residents' homes. The 
Authority replied that testing is also done in the distribution system. More discussion to place. It was 
stated if the residents call the Borough office they can ask if they want their water tested. 

Melissa Kennedy inquired about the rate increase in the water bill. Chairman Ceschini stated that this 
is a $6 million project, being funded through Penn Vest and state funding agency. Approximately, 
$4 million was given in grants but the other approximately $1.3 million dollars has to be paid back. If 
was explained that Penn Vest requires that a rate structure be in place before they lend their funds to 
show it will be paid back. ( It was explained that this information was sent to all customers last 
summer.) Ms. Kennedy asked whether the bills will decrease when Hastings and Elder Township will 
draw our water. It was stated that the rates may come down if Hastings uses Patton water but that that 
was unknown at this time. 

Molly Forsythe questioned about the water pressure. She alleged that her pressure was extremely high 
and felt that is why her bill had gone up. Chairman Ceschini suggested that she call the Borough to 
have her meter checked. 

Michael Fouse stated that he knows a few people that alleged received rashes from this water. He also 
questioned if there were extra minerals in the water. Ed Galavch stated everything remained consistent 
from when we were switched off of Chest Creek. It may be because of hard water. Mr. Galavich stated 
that the Water Department first used citric acid to help bring down the odor and Engineer Cunningham 



• said that could cause the lower water pressure. 

Courtney Yahner complained about the smell and taste of the water. Why doesn't the Authority put 
filters in everyone's homes? Engineer Cunningham again noted that the well water's composition was 
well within the EPA limits and that if a homeowner if they wanted (an in home filter) they would have 
to incur those cost themselves. 

Michael Thomas questioned about the liability of the well supply and asked if we are dealing with a 
Flint Michigan water issue (to which there was clapping ) He asked about Aluminum and Barium. Ed 
Galavich replied that this is a completely different scenario. (Patton does not use these chemicals in the 
treatment of their water.) The pH balance is between 8.4-8.8 which is required by the state. They are 
required to monitor levels of lead and copper. (Flint, Michigan is dealing with a lead problem.) He was 
asked the capacity of the wells. He stated that the wells are capable of pumping 220 gallons per 
minute. Mr. Galavich also stated that Hastings it to be a backup for Patton and vice versa. And added 
that there is no fluoride going into the wells only chlorine. Ed Galavich stated that if something is 
wrong with the wells the backup plan would be to switch back to surface water. Ed Galavich responded 
that the water is at a safe EPA level. Mr. Galavich again stated that Patton was not in a Flint, Michigan 
scenario and again that Aluminum and Barium are not used here. 

Chairman Ceschini stated they were working side by side with the DEP resolve the taste, odor and 
cloudiness issue. 

• Brian Barkley wanted to know where we are at with cleaning of the wells. Engineer Cunningham 
stated that we are still investigating each problem. 

Someone asked why they were not informed until now that Chest Creek couldn't be used and that the 
Borough was going to wells. Chairman Ceschini stated that since 2011/12 there had been articles 
written and information put out to the customers. More people stated that they felt well water was not 
safe. Again Chairman Ceschini stated that that all the experts say that it is safe. 

Beverly Gibbons alleged that there are holes in her water spigot. Chairman Ceschini stated that he 
would discuss this with the operator and have him take a look at it. 

Ed Hofer stated that the last CCR Report he received was in 2011, and that he hasn't received one 
since. Chairman Ceschini stated that the reports are sent out every year to everyone all the water 
customers. 

Nathan Williams said that both Chest Creek and the wells seem to have problems and questioned what 
is contaminating the water. Ed Galavich stated that surface water has problems with road debris and 
farms, the things we have to deal with in this region. Well water is naturally occurring and is filtered 
through minerals. The well heads are grouted and cased, testing was done before the wells were 
drilled. He then stated the Borough of Spangler was noted to be high in iron and manganese, Patton 
does not have this issue currently. More discussion occurred. Chairman Ceschini again added that 
according to the experts, it is safe to drink. 

Rosemarie Gittings stated that she had recent stomach surgery and stated that she didn't know what 
was going on with the water when she got back home. She stated that she developed severe diarrhea 
and she blames the water. 



0 One resident questioned if from now on, the water will be like this. Engineer Cunningham stated that 
we are continuing to address the issues. 

Rochelle Litzinger questioned whether the Authority should look into getting a green sand filter. 
Ed Galavich stated that is an option for the Borough to look into. 

Amanda Holland — Said she felt that the smell had gotten worse. 

Clair Koontz, Jr. questioned anyone heard that there was aluminum in the water and Chairman Ceschini 
again stated that there is no aluminum in the water. Mr. Koontz also questioned whether there was 
sulfur leaking into the well. Engineer Cunningham stated that there is no indication of sulfur. He also 
questioned why he didn't receive a CCR Report and Chairman Ceschini stated that it was sent to 
everyone. 

Dana Bender stated that she did a lot of research that since 2005 TTHM's effect the liver and kidneys. 
She said that the water is better than it has been. She then said she had reports that showed the results 
of Flint Michigan water report in comparison to Patton's report, and she said that these reports show 
Patton has more violations than Flint Michigan. More discussion took place. 

Ann Lee Stoltz stated that you can't use the water why should you have to pay. Again Chairman 
Ceschini stated that you can use the water. 

0 Tina Warfield said that she saw the TTHM report in B & D Variety and that was the only notice she 
saw. Chairman Ceschini stated this information is also in the annual water supply report. 

Bud Caretti showed the Authority members a picture on his phone of brown water in his sink from 
three weeks ago. 

Pam Sopata stated that she replaced several of her water pipes. She believes that switching from soft to 
hard water can create issues with a person's GI Tract due to the high levels of minerals. 

Some people yelled out their water pressure is too high and some said their pressure was too low. 

Clair Koontz Jr. questioned using a charcoal filter, like a trickle filter for the odors coming through. Ed 
Galavich said to let the Borough know of any low water pressure and the time that you are 
experiencing it. 

Joanne Jossel asked what would happen if no one paid their water bill and Chairman Ceschini stated 
that it would become a legal issue. 

Jay Litzinger asked if the Borough could keep their website updated, and Chairman Ceschini said that 
we are currently working on it. 

Melissa Baker questioned whether Elder Township and Hastings are aware of the problem that Patton is 
having. She was concerned of Patton's water back flowing into Hastings' water system. Engineer 
Cunningham responded that he is in contact with Hastings' Engineer and they are aware of what is 
going on. Hastings has a separate storage tank. If something happens in Hastings in cannot affect 
Patton. 



• More Discussion took place. 

Chairman Ceschini stated that the Authority must go into our regular meeting at this time, and we will 
continue to work on this problem. 

Most guests left at 8:26pm. 
Continued our regular meeting at 8:35pm. 

Motion: Link/Weakland to approve the April Minutes with the one change from the consent order of 
2008 to 2012. Motion passed without objection. 

Motion: Link/Weakland to approve the hydrologist to perform an evaluation of Well #2 in the amount 
of $6,310.00. Motion passed without objection. 

Engineer Cunningham states that we hope to be back on Well #3 on Monday. If we go back on Well #3 
Jim Casselberry, Hydrologists should be here by the end of the week to do a 72-hour testing on Well #2 
for gas. They will be testing for two issues in Well #2, coal and sandstone. If they find the issue is 
with the coal, then there will not be an issue fixing the problem. However, if it is with the sandstone 
(water producing zone) then they will have issues trying to fix it. 

Engineers Report: 

PATTON MUNICIPAL AUTHORITY 
ENGINEER'S REPORT 

May 12, 2016 

• 

 

KELLER ENGINEERS 

The following is an update and status report of the various items that we are working on: 

WELL WATER QUALITY 

Problems with taste and odor have continued since implementation of the well sources, despite clean results 

during initial well testing. After several adjustments to the treatment process failed to address the issue, Cassel-

berry & Associates performed an investigation into Well #2 to determine the possible causes of the problems. 

The investigation included television inspection of the well boring and sampling of the water at various depths. 
These tests did not indicate any significant change in the mineral water quality and did not indicate the presence 
of any hydrogen-sulfide laden production zones. However, the results of the biological activity reaction tests did 

indicate that the wells were biofouled with iron-related and slime-forming bacteria. This bacterial growth is likely 
the result of the years of inactivity while the well project was developed and permitted. The test results at Well 
#3 were similar. While the bacteria themselves are not dangerous since all of the water is chlorine disinfected, • they can produce tastes and odors like those experienced by Patton customers. 

In order to address the biofouling, Dillan Drilling and Casselberry & Associates were onsite in the past month to 

perform cleaning of the boreholes and associated piping at Wells #2 and #3. This work involved a day of mechan- 

ical brushing followed by a day of chemical cleaning with a liquid descaling solution. Approximately a week and 



• 

• 

a half of flushing continued afterward. While traces of the descaler were present, all flushing waste was hauled 

to the Patton sewage treatment plant via pump truck. 

At present, Well #3 is continuing to be flushed to waste before being placed back into production. In the mean-

time, the cleaned Well #2 is the sole source of water. Prior to the cleaning process, Well #2 was the source that 

exhibited the greater smells and tastes. Although these are not present at the treatment plant now, problems 

persist after the water is sent through distribution. Quality complaints did decrease during times when Well #3 

was in production, but as a sole source, Well #2 is still causing issues. 

In addition to the taste and odor issues, adjustments have been made to the treatment process to address the 

potential for corrosion of older pipes. DEP has recommended that the water be maintained at a pH between 8.4 
and 8.8. In order to achieve that, we have suspended the use of citric acid and have requested a transfer of the 

caustic soda permit from the filtration plant to the new well treatment building. No chemical addition is neces-

sary while Well #2 is the sole source, but it will be required once Well #3 is placed in production. In lieu of pH 

adjustment, the use of a phosphate-based corrosion inhibitor is a possibility. Prior to using that though, a feasi-

bility study must first be completed. 

Now that the pH has been adjusted up, the water from Well #2 is also exhibiting noticeable concentrations of 

methane gas. This is what has been producing cloudy or bubbly water for some customers. This does not create 

a health risk, but it does reduce the palatability of the water. In order to pinpoint the source of the methane, 

Casselberry & Associates has proposed another well investigation. This investigation would require two days to 

document both static conditions and conditions under high-capacity pumping. The likely sources for the methane 

are one of the three water-bearing zones or one of three coal seams. Upon discovery of the source, the options 

available for elimination of the methane will be presented to the Authority. 

PATTON MUNICIPAL AUTHORITY 
ENGINEER'S REPORT 

May 12, 2016 

Page 2 

CONSENT ORDER AND AGREEMENT 

Fines relating to elimination of the Chest Creek source have ceased, but the fines relating to the SRBC monitoring 

plan for Well #4 continue. The Authority may wish to contact Attorney Paul Bruder and discuss our reasons for 

not submitting a well monitoring plan at this time. 

ELDER/KLONDIKE PROJECT 

Both the booster pump station and the automated control system are complete and have been placed into op-

eration. Various components of the system are continuing to be adjusted as bugs are encountered. Flushing of 

the Elder interconnection and tank are expected to be complete in the next two weeks. 

CONTINUED USE OF SURFACE WATER AS EMERGENCY BACK-UP 

DEP conducted a filter plant evaluation on January 11 th  and 12th . The plant did not pass the evaluation, but no 

final determination has been made on the acceptability of the surface water as an emergency back-up. If ac-
cepted as a back-up, a boil water notice would likely be necessary during the duration its use. 

WELL #4 PROJECT 

• 



• Casselberry & Associates have not yet submitted the SRBC monitoring plan. This portion of the project is on hold 

until that plan is ready and has been approved by the SRBC. Once approved, the well will undergo the final 72-

hour pump testing. In the course of testing and cleaning, C&A conducted preliminary testing for methane at Well 

#4, which tested positive. Further action may be advisable prior to submittal of the monitoring plan. 

R.J. CORMAN CROSSING AGREEMENT 

The R.J. Corman Railroad has completed the license agreement for the waterline crossing near Gooderham Road. 

This agreement must be executed by the Borough Council, but is presented to the Authority for comment. 

PENNDOT SR 36 BRIDGE  

Work on the SR 36 bridge project has begun, but the work on the waterline relocation has not yet been sched-

uled. 

David M. Cunningham, P.E. 

Well #3 continues to be flushed before being placed back in production. During this time, cleaned Well 
#2 is the sole source of water. Well #2 exhibited the greater odors and tastes prior to the cleaning 
process. Although, the odors and taste are not present at the treatment plant now, problems still occur • when the water is sent through the distribution system. There was a decrease in quality complaints 
when Well #3 was in production, as a sole source. Well #2 is still having issues. 

Consent Order and Agreement: 

A discussion took place. The Authority may want to contact Attorney Paul Bruder to discuss our 
reasons for not submitting a well monitoring plan. Chairman Ceschini asked Secretary Dunegan to 
contact Attorney Paul Bruder regarding this matter. 

Elder Klondike Project: 
The automated control system and Booster Pump Station are complete and operating. Engineer 
Cunningham stated that we have the capability to offer water to Hastings but are not able to do so at 
this time. It was discussed setting something up with Elder and Hastings to further update them. 

8:50 Member Stephens arrives. 

Discussions continued use of surface water as emergency backup: 

Engineer Cunningham stated that there is no work on this end, and that it is still being discussed. 
( However, if and when it is used we would be required to issue a system wide boil water notice.) 

PATTON MUNICIPAL AUTHORITY 

REQUISITION AND CERTIFICATE 

First Commonwealth Bank 	 Requisition No.: FC - #17 - 05-12-2016 



0 as lender 

Pursuant to the Loan Agreement ( the "Loan Agreement") between the Patton Municipal Authority 

( the "Authority") and First Commonwealth Bank ( the "Bank"), the Bank is hereby authorized and 

directed to make payment(s) from the Construction Account established under the Loan 

Agreement as follows: 

Contract 1 (Kukurin): 	 No Invoice with this Requisition 

Contract 2 (Ferri): 	 No Invoice with this Requisition 

Contract 3 (Kukurin): 	 No Invoice with this Requisition 

Contract 4 (Ferri): 	 No Invoice with this Requisition 

Contract 5 (Mid — Atlantic 	 $30,542.00 

0 
Contract 6 SE Construction Group, LLC 	 No Invoice with this Requisition 

Keller Engineering 

0003242-0001 - Interconnection with Elder: 

03242-1-29: 04/28/2016 - 	$ 100.00 

0003242-0002 — Well#2 and Well#3 Development: 

03242-2-24: 	04/28/2016 - 	$10,980.62 

0003242-0007 — Additional CFA Work: 

03242-0007-4: 04/28/2016 - 	$5,000.00 

Total Keller Engineering: 	$16980.62 

• 	
Eckenrode's Septic Tank Cleaning 	$1445,00 

RJ Corman Railroad 	 $19,200.00 



Total of Requisition 	 $68,167.62 

Motion: Stephens/Weakland to approve the drawdown and pay requisition #17 in the amount of 

$68,167.62. Motion Passed without objection. 

Motion: Weakland/Link to pay Mid Atlantic Contract #5 $30,542.00. Motion passed without objection. 

Motion: Weakland/Stephens to pay Keller Engineering $16980.62. Motion passed without objection. 

Motion: Weakland/Stephens to pay Eckenrode's Septic Tank cleaning $1445.00. Motion passed 

without Objection. 

Motion: Weakland/Link to approve pay $19,200.00 to RJ Corman, for the license fee. Motion passed 

without objection. 

Ed Galavich said that he has two questions pending, whether we can use Chest Creek as a backup 

41 source and if we can use caustic soda yet. As soon as he finds out, he will let Engineer Cunningham 

know. 

General discussion took place. 

Chairman Ceschini would like Vice Chairman Link to see if we can use the Fire Hall for next month's 

meeting. Vice Chairman Link said that he would look into it. 

Motion: Link/Weakland to adjourn the meeting at 9:14pm. Motion passed without objection. 

More General discussion took place. 

Respectfully Subm tted By, 

4/7,1 I 
Amanda Farrell 

Recording Secretary 
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