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Patton Municipal Authority 

April 14, 2016 

Regular Meeting 

Location: Patton Borough Council Chambers. 

Members Present: Chairman, Gary Ceschini, Vice Chairman, and Edwin Link, Members: Patrick 

Wood, Mark Stephens, and PMA Secretary, Donna Dunegan; and Recording PMA Secretary, 

Amanda Farrell. Absent: Jay Weakland. 

Guests: David Cunningham, Keller Engineer, Citizens: Randy Pellas, Dean Dietrick, Terri Pellas, Robin 

Mislevy, Amber Stich, Dave Pompa, Tina Warfield, Brian Barkley, Kylie Caretti, Bud Caretti, Molly 

Forsythe, Tammy Gallaher, Ian Selfridge, Joann Jossel, Dana Bender, Jeff Bender, Joe Noel, Bill Ropp, 

Marianne Kuzar, Dan Donahue, WJAC camera person 

Chairman Ceschini opened the meeting at 7PM. 

Recited Pledge of Allegiance 

Chairman Ceschini explained to the Public present that we would go through the business part 

of the Authority's meeting, then we will listen to public comment. 

Motion: Link/Stephens to approve the March Minutes with correction of concerning 

manganese and iron. Motion passed without objection. 

Motion: Wood/Link to approve the special meeting minutes that was on April 8, 2016. 

Motion passed without objection. 

Received executed a copy on 03/21/16 of the H2O grant extension which is a one year 

extension. 

PATTON MUNICIPAL AUTHORITY 

REQUISITION AND CERTIFICATE 

First Commonwealth Bank 	 Requisition No.: FC - #16 - 04-14-2016 

as lender 

Pursuant to the Loan Agreement ( the "Loan Agreement") between the Patton Municipal 

Authority ( the "Authority") and First Commonwealth Bank ( the "Bank"), the Bank is hereby 

authorized and directed to make payment(s) from the Construction Account established under • 



• 	the Loan Agreement as follows: 

Contract 1 (Kukurin): 	 No Invoice with this Requisition 

Contract 2 (Ferri): 	 $8,357.21 

Contract 3 (Kukurin): 	 No Invoice with this Requisition 

Contract 4 (Ferri): 	 $33,231.06 

Contract 5 (Mid - Atlantic): 	 No Invoice with this Requisition 

Contract 6 SE Construction Group, LLC 	 $122,884.16 

Keller Engineering 

0003242-0001 - Interconnection With Elder: 

• 	03242-1-28: 03/31/2016 - 	$ 4500.00 

0003242-0002 — Well#2 and Well#3 Development: 

	

03242-2-23: 03/31/2016 - 	$15,226.84 

0003242-0007 — Additional CFA Work: 

	

03242-0007-3: 03/31/2016 - 	$13,000.00 

Total Keller Engineering: 	$32726.84 

Total of Requisition 	 $197199.27 

• 



• 	
Motion: Stephens/Wood to approve requisition #16 and drawdown in the amount of 

$197,199.27. Motion passed without objection. 

Motion: Link/Stephens to approve contract 2 (Ferri) in the amount of $8,357.21. 

Motion passed without objection. 

Motion: Wood/Stephens to approve Contract 4 (Ferri) in the amount of $33,231.06. 

Motion passed without objection. 

Motion: Stephens/Link to approve Contract 6 (SE Construction Group) in the amount of 

$122,884.16. Motion passed without objection. 

Motion: Link/Wood to approve the interconnection with Elder Township (Keller Engineering) in 

the amount of $4,500.00. Motion passed without objection. 

Motion: Stephens/Wood to approve Well #2 and #3 development (Keller Engineering) in the 

amount of $15,226.84. Motion passed without objection. 

Motion: Link/Stephens to approve Additional CFA work (Keller Engineering) in the amount of 

#13,000.00. Motion passed without objection. 

Motion: Upon recommendation of the Borough Engineer a motion was made by Stephens and 

second by Wood to approve Dillan Well Drilling's proposal to clean Well #3 in an amount not to 

exceed $10,499.00. Motion passed without objection. 

Engineer Cunningham presented a background what lead to the use of well water as the Patton 

source of the water. He also explained a consent order from the DEP was received in 2012, 

directing the Authority to among other things to stop using Chest Creek as a water source. He 

informed the guests as to where the wells were located. Also, adding the DEP mandated Patton 

to install water meters. After switching to the wells in February, the water had an odor and at 

that time Patton switched back to surface water, so the well water odor could be investigated. 

He then discussed the background of hydrogeologist, Jim Casselberry, and explained how he 

developed the drillings of the wells. A guest inquired if there was testing done to see if there 

were any mines underneath the wells, and Engineer Cunningham stated that the hydrogeologist 

looks at many factors when recommending best the places to drill. Jim Casselberry did further 

investigation of the wells. The wells were further tested, it was determined that that an iron 

bacteria grew in the well not hydrogen sulfide. Engineer Cunningham explained that this iron 
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bacteria, although it can produce an unpleasant order, has no health effects. It was Jim 

Casselberry's recommendation to clean the wells with a de-scaler. This was done and the bad 

water was suctioned out of the well and hauled away by tanker truck to be disposed. The plan 

is to move back to Well #2 this weekend after they are finished cleaning it to see if the bacteria 

was the true cause of the smell. DEP recommends maintaining a pH level of 8.4 - 8.8. If 

cleaning of the wells is unsuccessful, an anticorrosion agent with a citric acid feed should lessen 

the odor in the water. 

A guest inquired about the effects on copper pipes. Engineer Cunningham responded a pH 8.4-

8.8 will not corrode the pipes. Engineer Cunningham explained more about pH levels to those 

present. 

A guest inquired what this project cost. Engineer Cunningham responded $6.5 million and that 

cost of well cleaning was approximately $10,000 per well. People started yelling out various 

questions, Engineer Cunningham addressed them including that Grant money is being used for 

part of the project and the rest is coming from a low interest loan from a state organization, 

Penn VEST and that Well #4 has been drilled but the building is not yet started and it has not 

been developed as a drink source yet. Also stating from questions asked that an odor can be 

noticed at Well #2 when you are near the well, and that the DEP encourages the use 

groundwater, which has less of a risk from outside contaminates than surface water. 

Engineer Cunningham also added that the wells are tested regularly, and explained to those 

presents some of the daily testing. It was also noted that tests were done shortly after the wells 

were drilled to get a base so that if any Marcellus Shale drilling was done there would be a base 

to compare. 

Another guest inquired about the water odor, to which Engineer Cunningham responded if 

cleaning doesn't correct the problem, more investigation will need to be done on how to 

correct the problem. 

Once Well #4 is complete Wells #2 and #3 will be pumped simultaneously, and the wells will 

switch while one of the wells will rest. 

Well #2 will be up and running this weekend and then Well #3 will go through the same cleaning 

process as Well#3. It was added that Well #4 is about a year and a half from completion. • 
Various comments were coming from the guests present who were not happy about the odor of 



• the water. Engineer Cunningham further answered questions and explained that certified 

operators test and sample the water. Tests are also sent to Cardan Labs and Mahaffey labs and 

results to the DEP and back to the Operators. Engineer Cunningham mentioned that if anyone 

wants the results to these tests they can contact the DEP or the Patton Borough to get the 

results. More discussion took place on testing. 

• 

A guest commented as to why there were no filters on the wells to which Engineer Cunningham 

responded groundwater is usually not filtered. 

A Hair Dresser from a hair salon in Patton stated that her clients are complaining that the water 

is leaving an unpleasant smell in their hair. She stated that she attempts to give her customers 

the best answer which is that hopefully the water will get better. She also suggested putting 

more information about the background of the wells in the annual report that is sent out to the 

public. Chairman Ceschini stated that information was sent out previously. 

Joanne Jossel asked why the Borough asked Sheetz to stop serving coffee. Chairman Ceschini 

responded that the borough did not tell Sheetz to stop serving coffee, it was Sheetz's decision 

to stop serving the coffee when the wells first started up. She showed a sample of her water in 

a mason jar which she asked if the Authority would be okay drinking. Engineer Cunningham 

said he had no worries in drinking Patton water and drank some of her water. 

Chairman Ceschini stated that if anyone has any suggestions to solve the problem, to let the 

borough know and they will look into it. 

One resident stated that they were pleased that the Authority was in agreement that there is an 

odor to the water. 

Joann Jossel requested to see the well sites and Chairman Ceschini stated that he would be 

willing to take them to the sites. 

More discussion took place before the guests left the meeting. 

Chairman Ceschini stated to the guests that they are more than welcome to attend any public 

meeting. 

Guests left at 8:38pm • 
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Engineers Report: 

KELLER ENGINEERS 

PATTON MUNICIPAL AUTHORITY 
ENGINEER'S REPORT 

April 14, 2016 

The following is an update and status report of the various items that we are working on: 

CONSENT ORDER AND AGREEMENT 

Fines relating to elimination of the Chest Creek source have ceased, but the fines relating to the SRBC 

monitoring plan for the Chidboy well continue. 

WELL WATER QUALITY 

Problems with taste and odor have continued since implementation of the well sources, despite clean 

results during initial well testing. On March 29', Casselberry & Associates performed an investigation into 

Well #2 to determine the possible causes of the problems. The investigation included television inspection 
of the well boring and sampling of the water at various depths. These tests did not indicate any significant 

change in the mineral water quality and did not indicate the presence of any hydrogen-sulfide laden 
production zones. However, the results of the biological activity reaction tests did indicate that the wells 
were biofouled with iron-related and slime-forming bacteria. This bacterial growth is likely the result of 

the years of inactivity while the well project was developed and permitted. The test results at Well #3 

were similar. While the bacteria themselves are not dangerous since all of the water is chlorine 

disinfected, they can produce tastes and odors like those experienced by Patton customers. 

In order to address the biofouling, Dillan Drilling and Casselberry & Associates are onsite this week to 
perform a cleaning of the borehole and the associated piping at Well #2. This work involved a day of 
mechanical brushing followed by a day of chemical cleaning with a liquid descaling solution. Two days of 
flushing have followed. While traces of the descaler were present, all flushing waste was hauled to the 
Patton sewage treatment plant via pump truck. 

In addition to the taste and odor issues, we have been making adjustments to the treatment process to 

address the potential for corrosion of older pipes. DEP has recommended that the water be maintained 

at a pH between 8.4 and 8.8. In order to achieve that, we have suspended the use of citric acid and have 

requested a transfer of the caustic soda permit from the filtration plant to the new well treatment 
building. 



ELDER/KLONDIKE PROJECT 

Both the booster pump station and the automated control system are complete and have been placed 

into operation. Various components of the system are continuing to be adjusted as bugs are encountered. 

Flushing of the Elder interconnection and tank have not yet been completed, as issues in other portions 

of the system are being addressed. 

Change Order #2 for Contract #4 and Change Order #2 for Contract #6 have been prepared for the Board's 

consideration. 

CONTINUED USE OF SURFACE WATER AS EMERGENCY BACK-UP  

DEP conducted a filter plant evaluation on January 11 th  and 12th . The plant did not pass the evaluation, 

but no final determination has been made on the acceptability of the surface water as an emergency back-

up. If accepted as a back-up, a boil water notice would be necessary during the duration its use. 

PATTON MUNICIPAL AUTHORITY 
ENGINEER'S REPORT 

April 14, 2016 
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CHIDBOY WELL PROJECT 

• Jim Casselberry has not yet submitted the SRBC monitoring plan. This portion of the project is on hold 

until that plan is ready and has been approved by the SRBC. Once approved, the well will undergo the final 

72-hour pump testing. 

R.J. CORMAN CROSSING AGREEMENT 

The R.J. Corman Railroad has completed the license agreement for the waterline crossing near 

Gooderham Road. This agreement must be executed by the Borough Council, but is presented to the 

Authority for comment. 

PENNDOT SR 36 BRIDGE  

Work on the SR 36 bridge project will begin in the coming weeks, but the work on the waterline relocation 

has not yet been scheduled. 

David M. Cunningham, P.E. 

Engineer Cunningham expanded upon: 

• 	Elder Klondike Project 
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The booster pump station and the automated control system are complete and operating. 

Flushing of the Elder inter connection and tank is not yet complete as issues in other areas in 

the system are being addressed. 

Motion: Wood/Link to approve Change Order #2 for contract #4 for the Booster Pump Station in 

the amount of $8,421.93. Motion passed without objection. 

Motion: Stephens/Wood to approve Change Order #2 for Contract #6 in the amount of $326.00. 

Motion passed without objection. 

Continued use of Source as Emergency Backup. 

A Filter Plant Evaluation was conducted by the DEP on January 11th and 12t h . The plant failed 

the evaluation, but no final determination has been made on the acceptability to use surface 

water as an emergency backup. If accepted as a backup, it would be necessary to issue a boil 

water notice during the duration of its use. It was noted that four truckloads of sediment was 

removed, when only one truckload should have been removed. Engineer Cunningham told the 

members that he wasn't sure if that was considered good or bad thing. 

RJ Corman Crossing Agreement 

A license agreement for the water line crossing near Gooderham road has been completed by 

the RJ Corman Railroad. It will be presented to the Authority but must be executed by the 

Borough Council. Engineer Cunningham stated that hopefully next month they will have it 

restored. 

Penn DOT SR 36 Bridge 

Water line relocation has not yet been scheduled, however the SR 36 bridge project will begin in 

the coming weeks. 

The lines and tank need flush out before selling Water to Elder Township. Ferri Contracting is 

complete and Engineer Cunningham will send them a completion certificate. 

More discussion took place. 

Lead and copper testing was completed on selected residences in the area. The test results • 	came back and there were two out of the 20 house that were tested were at the action level for 

lead, and that 13 out of 20 houses were at the action level for copper. 



• 	A brief discussion took place on the pH levels. 

A discussion the use of Aqua-mag and caustic soda which coats the inside of the pipes to 

prevent corrosion of pipes. 

Entered into Executive Session at 8:40pm to discuss legal matters. 

Ended Executive Session ay 8:45pm. No motions were made in Executive Session. 

Vice Chairman Link inquired about the cloudiness of the water and Engineer Cunningham 

responded that it was due to the pump being placed at various levels in the wells. 

More general discussion of the wells took place. 

Motion: Link/Wood to adjourn at 9:04pm. Motion passed without objection. 

• 
Respectfully Submitted by 

Amanda Farrell 

Recording Secretary 

• 


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9

