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Regular Meeting 

Minutes 

March 10, 2016 

Location: Patton Borough Council Chambers. 

Members Present: Chairman, Gary Ceschini, Vice Chairman, and Edwin Link, Members: Patrick Wood, 

Mark Stephens, and Jay Weakland, and PMA Secretary, Donna Dunegan; and Recording PMA Secretary, 

Amanda Farrell. 

Guests: David Cunningham, Keller Engineer, Citizens: Kyle Winslow, Joanne Joessel, and Marianne Kuzar 

Chairman Ceschini opened the meeting at 7PM. 

Public Comment: 

Chairman Ceschini introduced the guests to Engineer Dave Cunningham from Keller Engineers. Engineer 

Cunningham stated chlorine and citric acid have been added to the wells whereas chlorine and fluoride 

were added to Chest Creek. Kyle Winslow asked Engineer Cunningham if these additives were safe for 

human consumption and Engineer Cunningham stated that the citric acid is like lemon juice. He also 

mentioned that the pH level ideally should be anywhere from 6.5 to 8.5. The lower the pH, the more 

acidic the water will be, and the wells were at a much higher pH level at 8.5. Mr. Winslow also asked 

why the switch had to be made to wells and Engineer Cunningham replied there were several reasons. 

Dave Cunningham explained the history of the problems at the filtration plant (built in the 1920's). This 

included being under an 18-month boil advisory due to (giardia particles getting through the filters). 

Also there is a push across the State by the DEP to move off of surface water to well water because it is 

safer. It was further explained by the Authority that in an open water source such as Chest Creek there 

is the potential for all sorts of contaminates, such as pharmaceuticals, oil or gasoline spills, pesticides 

etc. The requirements from the Susquehanna River Basin were also discussed. Also, since the Borough 

has had TTHMs which can result from having to use a heavy chlorination process when turbidity is high 

in Chest Creek is another reason the DEP does not want Chest Creek to be used. The reason the water 

from the wells is not going thru a filter is that the water out of the wells does not need to be filtered. 

It was explained that the Borough does regular testing but also has done more testing that is even 

required to make sure that the water is safe. 

Testing was done for instance on the water to get a base line for all kinds of elements so that if 

Marcellus Shale Fracturing is ever done we will have a base of the condition of the water before 

Fracturing is done. It was further explained that because of what happen in Flint, Michigan that Lead 

and Copper testing was being done beyond what was required (now instead of twice a year) in order to 

evaluate the water further with the adjustments in pH levels. They were also considering if an additive • 
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called "aqua mag" was needed that can coat the pipes so nothing is leeched through but does not 

disturb the pH levels. 

Questions were asked by those present if the wells were affected by the mines in the area... if it was safe 

to drink ( which the Engineer stated that all test results showed that it was )... Mr. Winslow also inquired 

about the odor of the water which Engineer Cunningham explained it was due to mixing of Chest Creek 

to well water and high alkalinity. Ms. Joessel asked Engineer Cunningham about boiling the water, to 

which he responded there's no need to boil it, because there is nothing harmful in the water. And that 

in fact the water is being tested even more than regulations require. More discussion on the water took 

place. Ms. Joessel also inquired if the water personnel are trained to test and treat the water. It was 

explained that the systems is manned by Certified Water Operators. Those who are certified must 

continually update trainings to keep their certifications. They asked about the depths of the wells and 

other related questions. More discussion took place and more questions were asked. 

Marianne Kuzar entered towards the end of the explanation of the quality of the water. 

Guest Kuzar complained about the odor of sulfur to which Engineer Cunningham responded that the 

faster we get the mix of the two waters there should be less of an odor. 

Chairman Ceschini stated that this project started in 2008 and it took eight years to get to where we are 

now. The Borough had to fight to try to remain on Chest Creek but are not allowed to stay on Chest 

Creek. The Authority stated that they and the Council, the engineer and operators were doing 

everything that they can to try and improve the taste and smell of the water. This was something that 

they took seriously and it has been continually worked on since the wells have gone online to try and 

improve the taste and smell of the water. 

Those present also stated that they didn't understand that if we were going to be on well water why we 

were still being metered. The Patton Municipal Authority explained that this was some sort of rumor. 

The DEP and the Susquehanna River Basin Commission mandated meters to be installed to regulate how 

much water is being used and they won't allow them to stop being used. 

Also those present said if we got grants why were the rates still raised. They Authority explained that 

the grant only covered part of the project that over 1.3 Million still had to be financed that still needs to 

be paid back. Information was sent to all the customers over the summer explaining the same. Some of 

those present said that they just throw that stuff out when it comes. More discussion took place. 

Chairman Ceschini stated thanked those present for coming but said that the Authority would have to 

move on to the rest of their meeting. Those present were welcome to stay if they liked or come back 

again to any future meeting. They also were invited to contact the DEP if they wanted more information 

on any requirements etc. More discussion took place before the guests left the meeting. 

• The guests present left at 7:40pm. 
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Engineer Cunningham went over his report: 

Kel er Engineers, inc. 
Allegheny Street 

Post Off:..: Box CI 
Hollidayabiug, PA 16E48 
Phone: lett 4) 096 -7430 
Fax. (814'r 8O8-0150 

KELLER ENGINEERS 
PATTON MUNICIPAL AUTHORITY 

ENGINEER'S REPORT 

March 10, 2016 
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• DCED Funding: 

Engineer Cunningham expanded upon the grant extension that was requested and has not yet been 

received. He said it usually take six to eight weeks to receive the paperwork back. 

Elder/Klondike Project: 

Since the last Authority meeting, citric acid has been added to the water to lower the pH, which will 

reduce taste and odor issues. On March 22" d  hydrant flushing will take place and March 23 rd  the 

generator will be installed. 

Engineer Cunningham stated that Kukurin needs to complete their work at Anna and William's which 

involves connecting into the lines. 

Motion: Stephens/Weakland to approve the change order #4 for Contract #2 for the cost of $8,357.21 

to cover the cost of emergency start up and citric acid etc. Motion passed without objection. 

Control System: 

• 
Tank #1 had a new valve installed, and the Palmer Avenue valve vault will soon be rehabilitated. 

Engineer Cunningham stated it will just involve tweaking the program that we have. A computer 

monitoring system will keep Ken Trinkley, Plant Manager, informed of well activity. Engineer 

Cunningham stated that the wells are programmed that if one goes below a certain level another one 

will take over. 

PennDot SR 36 Bridge: 

On March 18' a preconstruction meeting will take place and soon after that, construction will begin. 

Engineer Cunningham stated that the Authority may want to have this work inspected during 

construction. Chairman Ceschini plans to ask the Council members their opinion of having Fred Price, 

Street Commissioner, watch over the construction. 

A brief discussion took place on lead and copper testing. DEP is reevaluating the system of the testing of 

lead and copper and Engineer Cunningham said that they have two choices, the first would be to 

increase the pH level to 8.4 to 8.8 or the alternative would be to add aqua-mag chemical. Previously, it 

was tested once every three years but now the copper and lead testing will take place twice a year 

Motion: Link/Wood to have Ken Trinkley, Plant Manager, to do a lead and copper testing as soon as 

possible. Motioned passed without objection. 

Secretary Dunegan asked Engineer Cunningham if he would provide a report regarding the water. This 

will allow us to let the customers know that we are doing additional testing with the well water. 

Engineer Cunningham said that this was not a problem and will do a report. 
• 
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Engineer Cunningham stated the testing for E.coli will still be done with the wells but won't be done as 

frequently as before. 

Motion: Wood/Link to approve the February Minutes. Motion passed without objection. 

Motion: Link/Weakland to approve draw down and pay expenses to requisition #15. Motion passed 

without objection. 

PATTON MUNICIPAL AUTHORITY 
REQUISITION AND CERTIFICATE 

First Commonwealth Bank 
	

Requisition No.: FC - #15 - 03-10-2016 
as lender 

Pursuant to the Loan Agreement ( the "Loan Agreement") between the Patton Municipal Authority ( the "Authority") and 
First Commonwealth Bank ( the "Bank"), the Bank is hereby authorized and directed to make payment(s) from the Construction 
Account established under the Loan Agreement as follows: 

Contract 1 (Kukurin): 	 No Invoice with this Requisition 

Contract 2 (Ferri): 	 No Invoice with this Requisition 

Contract 3 (Kukurin): 	 No Invoice with this Requisition 

Contract 4 (Ferri): 	 No Invoice with this Requisition 

Contract 5 (Mid - Atlantic): 	 No Invoice with this Requisition 

Contract 6 SE Construction Group, LLC 	 $89,680.57 

Keller Engineering 

0003242-0001 - Interconnection with Elder: 

	

03242-0001-27: 02/26/2016 - 	$ 4302.19 

0003242-0002 — Well#2 and Well#3 Development: 

	

03242-0001-22: 02/26/2016 - 	$16,816.94 

0003242-0007 — Additional CFA Work: 

	

03242-0007-2: 02/26/2016 - 	$26,000.00 

Total Keller Engineering: 	$47119.13 

Total of Requisition 	 $136,799.70 

We, the undersigned officers of the Patton Municipal Authority, certify that each obligation above 
mentioned has been incurred properly by the Authority, is a proper charge against the Construction 
Account, is unpaid, and has not been the basis of any previous withdrawal. 

• 	Signed and dated this 10th day of March, 2016. 



• 

Motion: Stephens/Weakland to approve the draw down and pay for SE Construction group in the 
amount of $89,680.57. Motion passed without objection. 

Motion: Wood/Link to approve paying Keller Engineers in the amount of $47,119.13. Motion passed 

without objection. 

A general discussion took place regarding Chairman Ceschini relaying to Engineer Cunningham that Coal 
port is aerating their water to get rid of the smell of hydrogen sulfide. Engineer Cunningham stated he 
doesn't think that Patton has that same issue as Coal port. 

Motion: Stephens/Link to adjourn at 8:15pm. Motion passed without objection. 

Respectfully Submitted by 

Amanda Farrell 

Recording Secretary 
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